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Aphids (Hemiptera: Aphididae)
(numerous aquatic plants)

Aphids are often called plant lice. Several species are troublesome pests 
on above-water leaves (a), stems, and þower buds of aquatic plants. 
These sucking insects distort succulent new leaves, causing them to 
curl, wilt, or turn yellow. Adults are 1/8 inch long and can be winged 
(c) or wingless (b) with soft pear-shaped bodies with two distinctive 
cornicles or “tailpipes” protruding from the backs of their abdomens. 

Aphids excrete honeydew, which attracts ants and promotes sooty mold that eventually blackens leaves. The dark green to 
brown waterlily aphids overwinter as black eggs (d) on nearby plum or cherry trees. Aphids are active in late spring and 
throughout the summer.

Black Vine Weevil
(Otiorhynchus sulcatus) 

(shoreline/marginal plants)

Black vine weevil adults (a) are 1/2 inch long and black with wing 
covers that appear pocked. They have short, broad snouts and elbowed 
antennae. Black vine weevils feed only at night, causing notched seg-
ments along leaf margins (c). They fake death when disturbed. White 
legless larvae (b) are 5/8 inch long with brown heads and C-shaped 
bodies. Larvae eat roots and girdle root crowns leading to wilting, yellowing, and death. The black vine weevil has one gen-
eration per year. Larvae overwinter in the soil. Adults emerge in May to feed during the summer.

 

Caddis�ies (Order Trichoptera)
(numerous aquatic plants)

Caddisþy adults (a) are 1/4 to 1/2 inch long and resemble small brown 
moths. They are active at night. Their antennae have many segments and 
are longer than their bodies. Their hairy wings are held roof-like over 
the bodies. Larvae (b), often called caddisworms, have a pair of hook-
like appendages at the rear. The larvae characteristically wiggle up and 
down and back and forth in a movement called the ñCaddisþy Dance.ò 

Caddisþy larvae feed on plant roots, stems, and þower buds and also on algae and other immature aquatic insects. Larvae 
form protective portable cases (c) out of leaves, grasses, small sticks, shell pieces, or sand. The eggs appear as long, jelly-like 
tubes that may be seen dangling underneath foliage on or near the waterôs surface. Caddisþy larvae are an important source 
of food for ýsh.
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