
The Commemoration
In 2007, Virginia will mark the 400th anniversary of Jamestown, the 
ýrst permanent English settlement in the Americas. The 18-month-
long commemoration began in May 2006 and features educational 
programs, cultural events, fairs, and various live and broadcast en-
tertainment sponsored by the Commonwealth of Virginia and many 
of its cities and towns. See the Americaôs 400th Anniversary website 
at www.americasanniversary.com for information about this salute to 
Americaôs birthplace. 

The Statewide Garden Theme
As part of the Jamestown commemoration, communities and citizens 
will be improving their streets, parks, schools, businesses, and gar-
dens to spotlight the horticultural diversity and beauty of Virginia. 
Virginia Cooperative Extension developed the America’s Anniversary 
GardenÊ (AAG) to help individuals, communities, and groups com-
memorate Americaôs 400th anniversary with a signature landscape or 
garden. These signature gardens have red, white, and blue color schemes 
and are being promoted throughout Virginia and beyond. Other VCE 
garden design, plant selection, plant installation, and maintenance 
publications for America’s Anniversary GardenÊ are listed in the 
Resources section.

The Challenge of Fall  
and Winter Garden Color
Spring and summer gardens are easy to plan, regardless of color 
scheme, because thousands of species and cultivars of annual and pe-
rennial þowers grow and bloom during those seasons. Designing color 
into fall and winter gardens isnôt as easy because fewer þowers are 
available that can survive cold temperatures.

For fall and winter garden color we rely heavily on the leaves, fruit, and 
bark of woody plants. A tree or shrub already existing in your garden 
may have red fall leaf color that can serve as the background for a red, 

America’s Anniversary Garden™:
Red, White, and Blue in Fall and Winter 
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