
Policies and Guidelines
For

N ational 4-H Competitive  Events 
( wit h Ap ril  2002 revi si on s eff ect ive imm ed iat el y,  wi th  t h e excep ti on  th at  yout h

att en di n g com peti ti ve event s hel d in  conj un cti on  wi th  t h e Nat ional Western in  2003
are sub j ect to th e previ ous age el igi bi li ty un ti l  2004) 

( Ad ditio ns  a re H ig hlig h ted: )

Sit ua ti o n and Bac kg r ound
Com peti t ive event s are one of  a number of  i m port ant  educat ional  m et hods in 4- H Youth
Devel opm ent educati on.  F or exam ple, par ti ci pat ion i n such event s hel ps 4- H’ er s to make
and def end deci si ons, speak publ icly,  gai n knowl edge and ski l ls i n subject matt er,  and lear n
t o deal  wi th compet i ti ve si tuat i ons.  Events al so pr om ot e l ear ni ng about diver si t y,  as young
peopl e from acr oss the nati on i nteract. 

Pur pose  and Objec tives :
T hi s paper  defi nes the poli ci es and gui deli nes under whi ch nati onal  4- H com peti t ive event s
are t o be conduct ed.  I t also est abli shes a set  of  operat ional  procedur es that  Cont est 
Managem ent  Comm it tees ar e encour aged to use in pl anni ng and conduct i ng t he event . A
S tate m ay est abli sh rules dif fer ent from those cont ai ned her ein f or  St at e com pet it ive event s,
but  ent r ies from that St ate ent eri ng nati onal com peti ti ve event s MUS T CONFORM t o
t hose cont ai ned her ein.

T hese poli ci es and gui del ines do not  appl y to regional event s, except those desi gnat ed
E astern Nati onal and West er n Nat ional , but the r egi onal  Managem ent Com mi t tees ar e
encouraged t o est abl ish sim il ar  poli cies and gui del ines for their  r egi onal 4- H event s.

D efinitions:
1. 4-H Competitive Events: A 4-H competitive event is one in which 4-H members

compete individually or as teams for recognition and which use 4-H in the name of
the event and/or the 4-H name and emblem in promoting the event. The term “event”
is used to apply to 4-H divisions or classes of other events as well as to an event
which is exclusively 4-H. 4-H competitive events include judging contests,
demonstration contests, exhibits, and other performance events open exclusively to 4-
H members.

2. National 4-H Competitive Event: A National 4-H Competitive Event meets the
following criteria:

a. A National 4-H competitive event is defined as any nationwide or multiregional event
regardless of title.

b. Sponsored and/or controlled by the Cooperative Extension System.
c. Open to participation by 4-H members from all States/territories/District of

Columbia.
d. Eastern and Western Divisions of a particular National Event are permissible. Only

one such event may be conducted on each side of the Mississippi River in each



program area. When this occurs, the names will be designated “Eastern-National” and
“Western-National.” If only one contest is conducted, it will simply be called
“National.” When a State makes a selection to attend a particular divisional event of a
national competitive event, that division should be used in the future. If a State
decides to change which divisional it will attend, the Contest Management Committee
of both events are to be notified of the decision by April 1 of the current year.

e. Approved by the Deputy Administrator, Families, 4-H and Nutrition, Cooperative
State Research, Education and Extension Service, USDA, and the National 4-H
Leadership Trust.

1. Regional 4-H Competitive Event: A regional 4-H competitive event meets the
following criteria:

a. Sponsored and/or controlled by Cooperative Extension System.
b. Open to participation by 4-H members from each State/territory/District of Columbia

in the Extension Region in which it is held, but participation by 4-H members from
States/territories/District of Columbia outside the region may be invited.

c. Approved by the Extension Directors in the region in which the event is located.
d. If the competitive event is open to 4-H members beyond the state or region

authorizing the event, the event must conform to the national rules listed below.
(Approved by Deputy Administrator F4-HN/CSREES and the National 4-H Leadership Trust February 21,
2002.)

4. I nvit at i onal  4- H Competi t ive Event :  An invit at i onal  4- H com peti ti ve event  m eet s
t he f ol l owing cri ter ia:

a. Sponsored and/or controlled by the Cooperative Extension System.
b. An event held primarily for 4-H members from one State/territory/District of

Columbia in which members from other States/territories/District of Columbia are
invited to participate.

c. Approved by the Extension Director in the State/territory/District of Columbia in
which the event is located.

d. If the competitive event is open to 4-H members beyond the state or region
authorizing the event, the event must conform to the national rules listed below.

(Approved by Deputy Administrator F4-HN/CSREES and the National 4-H Leadership Trust February 21,
2002)

N ational 4-H Competitive  Event Rules :
1. A State/territory/District of Columbia is allowed only one entry in only one division

of a contest in a national 4-H competitive event each year. An entry is an individual,
in the events where individuals compete against individuals only, or a team in events
where total team scores are computed and recognition given to the team. Individuals
may be recognized in those events that are primarily team events.

2. Entries not officially entered will not be permitted to participate for any reason.



3. An individual may enter a National 4-H competitive event in a specific program area
only once. Participating members of a team entry (even if they are designated
alternate by low score) are ineligible to enter the same event again as a part of another
team.

4. The eligibility requirements to enter a National 4-H Competitive Event are:

a. Contestant must already have passed his or her 14th birthday, and may not have
reached his or her 19th birthday as of January 1 of the year in which the National 4-H
Competitive Event is held. However, the State 4-H Leader may grant a special
authorization to compete, for youth with developmental disabilities who exceed the
upper age limit.

(Approved by Deputy Administrator F4-HN/CSREES and the National 4-H Leadership Trust April 23, 2002)

b. All contestants must be members of 4-H in the state they are representing during the
year in which the National 4-H Competitive Event is held.

c. The contestant(s) or team(s) of contestants must be certified as the official state entry by the State 4-H
Leader or by a person designated by the State 4-H Leader. The individual(s) or team(s)
may be selected by any procedure the State 4-H Leader believes is appropriate.

d. The contestant, his or her county 4-H staff member, and the State 4-H Leader must
certify as follows on the application form or an accompanying memo:

“This contestant has not participated in post-secondary coursework in the subject
area of the national 4-H competition, nor has he or she participated in training for
post-secondary competition in the subject area of the national 4-H competition.”

Violation of the above will result in forfeiture of any awards or recognition which
have been won in the National 4-H Competitive Event.

National Policy re: Medical/Accident Insurance

"Each st at e or terr i tory wi ll  pr ovide m edical/ accident cover age f or  al l its 4-H team s
par ti ci pat ing i n al l  4-H events,  as wel l as medi cal /acci dent  coverage dur ing tr avel to and
f rom the events."  (This incl udes out -of- st ate events sponsor ed by other s, such as t he
Nat ional  L and Judgi ng and Junior  Hor t icul tur e contest s. ) 

Approved by Deput y Adm ini st rator , CS REE S,  and the Nat ional  4- H Leadershi p Counci l, 
May 25,  2000



Com peti n g in  Both  4- H & FFA Nat i on al  Even ts

T he Nat i onal  of fi ces of 4-H and FF A have agr eed on the fol lowing nat ional  pol icy, in the
i nt er est  of consi st ency bet ween event s and bet ween or ganizat i ons in el igi bi li ty for
nat ional  com pet it ion.

"Part ici pati on by t he sam e indi vidual  i n bot h a Nat ional  4-H and a Nat ional  F FA
com peti t ive event  i n t he same year  m ay occur  onl y when the f oll owing i s and organi zat ion. 
2) Assur e that each indi vidual is gi ven all  the oppor tunit ies he or  she has l egi ti mat el y
ear ned. 
3) Assur e that the pol icy i s easy for  par ti cipant s and states t o under st and.
4) Assur e that the pol icy does not  r equir e ext ra ef fort s f rom  t he Managem ent Com mi tt ee to
enf or ce. 
5) Assur e that the nat ional  off i ces of 4- H and F F A are suppor ti ve of  each ot her,  and
consi st ent  i n t heir  inter pr et at i on of  eli gi bil it y.

We ask that each event  conf or m to thi s poli cy beginni ng in t he year  2000. 

ALMA C.  HOBBS                         LARRY CASE 
Deput y Adm inist rator                  Nati onal FF A Advisor
Mar ch, 1999

A pp roval as a N at ion al 4- H Comp etitive Even t :
T he f ol l owing are curr ent ly appr oved as Nat i onal  4- H Com peti t ive Event s: 

“Nati onal” events ar e those t hat  have at least  one thir d of the eli gible St at es part i ci pati ng, 
and have been approved under these Guidel ines by the Deput y Adm inist rator , Fami l ies,  4- 
H and Nutr it i on, CS REE S/ USDA and t he Nati onal 4- H L eader ship Tr ust .

(Approved by the Deputy Administrator, F4-HN/CSREES and the National 4-H Leadership Trust February
21, 2002)

“Invi tat ional ” event s ar e t hose which m ay have any number of  St at es part i ci pati ng and onl y
need the appr oval  of  t he Extensi on Di rect or  wher e t he event is held.  S ee defi ni t ions on
pages 1 and 2.

Nat io na l  4 -H Li ve st o ck  J u dg in g Con te s t, Lou i sv il l e, Ken t uc ky 
Nat io na l  4 -H Da ir y Cat tl e  J ud gi n g Co n te st , Mad is o n, Wis c on si n 
Nat io na l  4 -H Po ul tr y  a nd  Eg g Co n fe re n ce , Lo u is vi l le , Ke n tu ck y 
Eas te rn - Na ti o na l 4- H Hor s e Ro un d up , Lou is vi l le , Ken tu ck y 
Wes te rn - Na ti o na l 4- H Hor s e Cl as s ic , Den ve r, Co lo r ad o
National 4-H Engineering, Science, and Leadership Event, West Lafayette,

Indiana
Nat io na l  4 -H Fo re st r y In v it at io n al , J ac ks on ’ s Mi l l, Wes t  Vir g in ia 
Nat io na l  4 -H Me at s J ud gi n g an d I de nt i fi ca ti o n Co n te st , Man ha t ta n, Ka ns as 
Nat io na l  4 -H Wi ld li f e Ha b it at  Eva lu at i on  I n vi ta ti o na l, Al ta , Wyo mi n g (2 00 1 )



Another  that  may be nati onwide in scope but  carr i es t he desi gnati on “I nvi tati onal”:

I nvit at i onal  4- H Dai ry Bowl  Cont est,  Loui svi ll e,  Kent ucky

Any proposed event,  incl udi ng E ast er n and West er n divisi ons,  must  r eceive approval  f or
t he nat i onal  desi gnati on.   Appr oval is gr ant ed by t he Deputy Admi ni str at or,  F am i li es,     4- 
H and Nutr it i on, CS REE S/ USDA and t he Nati onal 4- H L eader ship Tr ust .   Only appr oved
event s may use the nam e and embl em  of  4-H, or be call ed “Nat i onal  4- H. ”  The pr oposed
event  m ust  f oll ow t he gui deli nes i n thi s docum ent  and t he com mi tt ee shoul d subm i t a
proposal  t hat  out li nes t he foll owi ng: 

1. A demonstrated need for the event in support of an ongoing educational program
conducted by the Cooperative Extension System. An indication of interest and intent
to participate must be shown by an adequate number of States/territories/District of
Columbia to justify the staff time required. Participation of one-third of the
states/territories/District of Columbia who are in the area of an event (see 2d on
preceding page) are required for approval or for re-approval of an event.

2. Facilities available for use including headquarters hotel and/or housing arrangements.

3. Explanation of how “Host Responsibilities’ will be met. (See Operational
Procedures.)

4. Proposed budget (including financial support available) the system to be used to
secure donor support, and a system (location) for handling funds.

5. Availability of classes, materials and/or equipment for holding the event.

6. Proposed content of the event. (Classes, activities, etc.)

7. Proposed organization of the contest management staff to operate the event, including
the name of the initial chairman of the committee and the initial superintendent(s).

8. Suggested rules of the contest, which may not violate the general rules contained
herein.

9. Suggested membership of the contest management committee along with suggested
terms of office. (See guidelines for committee.)

Approval  of all  events i s l im it ed to fi ve year s;  re-appr oval  each fi ve years i s requi r ed. For 
an event  t o be appr oved or re-appr oved as a “Nat i onal , ” ther e m ust  be evi dence of
par ti ci pat ion or int ent to part i ci pat e by at  l east 1/ 3 of the eli gi ble st at es/t err it ori es/Di st ri ct of 
Col um bi a. Ni net een States par ti cipat i ng are requi red for  t hose event s that ar e nat ionwi de i n
scope. Onl y nine st ates are r equir ed for those di vi si onal (E ast er n and West er n)  event s.  T he
Deput y Adm ini st rator  and Nat i onal  4- H Leadership T rust  may wai ver thi s requi rem ent



under  cert ai n cir cum st ances. An extensi on m ay be made f or a one-year  appr oval  on an
annual basis. 

Guide lines  for Committee s :

T he f ol l owing are guidel i nes for  organi zati on,  appointm ent , and oper at ion of Contest 
Managem ent  Comm it tees: 

1. The Contest Management Committee is responsible for the overall management and
operation of the competitive event.

2. The Contest Management Committee must be made up of at least 50 percent
Extension salaried staff, either in the subject matter area of the contest or in 4-H.
Other members of the committee may be business or industrial representatives and/or
other university personnel.  Beginning in 2002 At least two members of the
Management Committee should be 4-H youth volunteers, and  Management
Committees are encouraged to include adult 4-H volunteers as well. National 4-H
Council may or may not choose to name a staff member to the committee. The
Contest Superintendent(s) should be members of the committee.

3. A brief statement of qualifications of all proposed committee members must be
included in the proposal. It is desirable that committee members have experience with
youth development education.

4. The term of office for committee members should be for three years, except for the
first committee. One-third of the terms of the first committee should be for three
years, one-third for two years, and one-third for one year so that there will be
continuity. Members may be re-appointed.

5. Recommendations for Contest Management Committee members to serve, including
the chairperson and superintendent(s) will be made by the proposing group to the
Deputy Administrator, F4-HN, CSREES, USDA, who will seek approval (if needed)
of the respective Extension Director or from the person’s employing organization.

6. The Deputy Administrator, F4-HN, CSREES, USDA will appoint an F4-HN staff
member to serve as liaison between the Contest Management Committee and   F4-
HN, CSREES, USDA.

7. The term of office for the superintendent(s) will be one to three years at the discretion
of the contest management committee. He/she may be re-appointed.

8. The Contest Management Committee will be responsible for establishing and
updating rules. The initial draft of the rules and any major changes, such as adding
classes or contests which will involve additional contestants or changing location of
the contests, will be referred to the Deputy Administrator, F4-HN, CSREES, USDA.
If Eastern and Western divisions exist, the superintendents and contest committee



chairs, through the CSREES liaison, must coordinate classes, awards, budgets, etc. in
order to provide similar experiences for youth.

9. The Contest Management Committee will serve as the appeals committee and receive
recommendations for procedural changes.

10. The committee will establish a system (individual or sub-committee) to solicit the
private sector for funds and awards for the event.

11. The chairman of the Contest Management Committee will be responsible for
submitting a written report to the Deputy Administrator, F4-HN, CSREES, USDA,
which should include participation statistics, evaluation, financial accounting, and
documentation for donor accountability, and recommendations for future events.
Results of the contest should be given to each team at the contest, and shared with the
states.

Ope rational Proce dur es :
1. Host Responsibilities:

Hos t co n ta ct  sh ou ld  be  a r ra ng ed  an d a gr ee me n ts  s e cu re d f or  n e ed ed  s e rv ic e s. Hos t s ar e 
d ef in ed  as  r e pr es en t at iv e s of  s p on so r in g ag e nc ie s  o r or g an iz a ti on s, e.g., Wor ld  Da ir y  Exp o,
Nor th  Amer ic a n Li ve s to ck  Exp o, t h e Co o pe ra ti v e Ex t en si on  Se rv i ce  s ta f f of  th e St a te 
whe re  t h e ev e nt  wil l  b e h el d an d /o r a nd  a gr e ed  u p on  Con t es t Man ag eme nt  Co mmit te e  t ha t 
h as  a  r o ta ti n g me mb e rs hi p . Re sp o ns ib i li ti es  an d s er vi ce s  t ha t  may  n e ed  a t te nt io n  b y h os ts 
a re :

Sta ff  t o  o pe r at e th e  e ve n t
Ope ra ti o na l a rr an g emen ts 

Pri nt in g 
Hou si ng , Mea l s an d Hot el  Co nt ac t 
Tab ul at i on  a n d Sc or i ng 
Compu te r  Ser v ic es 
I nf or ma t io na l  Ser vi c es 

2. Planning and Time Table
The  Man a ge me n t Co mmi tt ee  sh ou ld  be  i n  a tt en d an ce  at  t he  ev en t  t o ev a lu at e  t he  c u rr en t 
e ve nt  a n d ma k e pl an s  f or  fu tu re  ev en t s. Dat e s an d  l oc at i on  o f  f ut ur e  e ve n ts  s ho u ld  b e 
a nn ou nc e d at  th at  t i me .  If  d at e s ca n no t be  co nf i rmed , t en ta t iv e da t es  mu st  b e a nn ou n ce d.
Cha ng es  in  c o nt es t c ompo s it io n ( ne w o r di ff e re nt  cl as se s ) ru l es  a nd  re gu l at io ns , a nd 
b ud ge ts  sh ou l d be  c o ns id e re d at  th is  me et in g . Fin al  d e ci si o ns  may  be  ma de  b y
c or re sp o nd en c e or  c o nf er e nc e ca l ls . Lia is on  be twe en  d ua l  e ve n ts  ( Ea s t an d  Wes t Div is i on s) 
mus t be  ma de . Pro bl e ms  o f  a gr ee men t b et we en  th e t wo  Con t es t Man ag eme nt  Co mmit te e s
wil l be  re so l ve d by  ne go t ia ti on  wi th  th e two  g ro u ps  a nd  th e CSREES l ia is o n. Det a il ed 
p la nn in g  s ho u ld  b e u nd er way  a t l ea st  el ev en  mo nt h s in  a d va nc e  o f th e  e ve n t. Bas i c ru l es 
a nd  r eg u la ti o ns  s ho u ld  b e  a nn ou n ce d e le ve n mon th s  i n ad v an ce  of  t he  ev en t . Th e f in al 
p ro gr am sh ou l d be  s e nt  t o  t he  St at es  at  l ea s t si x  mon th s  p ri o r to  t h e ev e nt .

3. Budget
As wi th  al l p ub li c mon ey s , ev er y  o ne  in vo lv e d in  ha nd li n g fu n ds  f or  4- H e ve nt s s ho ul d 
i ns ur e t ha t t he  f un d s ar e  i n a q ua li f ie d ma n ag eme nt  o rg a ni za t io n (s u ch  a s  a  Sta t e 4- H
Fou nd at i on , a  s ho w o rg an i za ti on  li ke  No rt h Ame ri c an  Liv e st oc k  Exp o or  Wor l d Da i ry 



Exp o, o r th e  Nat i on al  4 - H Co u nc il ’s  4- H Act iv it y  Fou n da ti on . The  ac co un t in g p ro ce du r es 
mus t be  re vi e we d an n ua ll y . An  e v en t’ s  o pe ra t in g b ud ge t mus t b e de ve l op ed  fo r co mmi tt e e
membe rs  a nd  a n i nf or mat io na l  c op y  s ha re d  wit h  CSREES, el ev en  mo nt h s in  a d va nc e  o f th e 
e ve nt . Any  c h an ge s o f th e  l oc at i on  o f  f un ds  or  t h e or ga n iz at i on al  s e rv ic i ng  o f t he  b u dg et ,
e .g ., St at e 4 -H Fou n da ti o n, o r 5 01 (c ) 3 or ga n iz at i on  s ho u ld  b e  i nd ic a te d a t th is  ti me .
Add it io n al ly , t he  b u dg et  sh ou ld  in cl u de  a  p o te nt i al  d on o r li s t an d a n in d ic at io n  o f t he 
i nd iv id u al s who  wil l  s ol i ci t fu n ds  a n d awar d s.

4. Information Services
The  Con t es t Man ag eme nt  Co mmit te e  mus t  p la n f or  i n fo rmat i on  s e rv ic e n ee ds  of  t he  ev en t 
a s fo ll o ws :

Pho to gr a ph ic  co ve ra g e fo r  p re ss  an d d on or  r e po rt s 
Pho to gr a ph ic  se rv ic e  t o Sta te  t e ams a nd  g ro u ps 
Tak e ho me ne ws re le a se s f or  p ar t ic ip a nt s
Loc al  me di a c ov er ag e 
I nd us tr y  med i a co ve r ag e

Man y of  th e s po ns or i ng  o r ga ni za t io ns , s uc h a s Wo r ld  Dai r y Exp o an d  Nor t h Amer i ca n
Liv es to c k Ex p os it io n , ha v e In fo r ma ti o n/ Co mmu ni ca t io n St a ff  t h at  c an  as si s t wi th  th is 
r eq ui re men t.

5. Donor Visibility and Accountability
To as su r e co n ti nu ed  su pp o rt , th e  Con t es t Ma n ag eme nt  Commit te e  mus t p ro vi d e th e
f ol lo wi n g: 

I nv it at i on  t o  e ac h d on or  to  h av e  a  r e pr es en t at iv e  p ar ti c ip at e  i n th e  e ve n t
A l is t o f al l  d on or s  wit h  a dd re s se s t o ea ch  pa rt i ci pa nt  an d a du lt 
Don or  r e co gn i ti on  i n  t he  pr og ra m, ad v an ce d mat er i al s, me di a r el ea se s , an d  s cr ip t s
Fol lo w- u p le t te rs  o r  r ep o rt s to  ea ch  do no r d oc ume nt in g t he  e v en t

6. Reporting and Accountability
A c op y o f th e  s umma r y of  th e re s ul ts  of  t he  co nt e st  s ho u ld  b e  a va il a bl e t o ea ch  te am at  t he 
c lo se  o f  t he  ev en t. In  a d di ti on , a  c o py  o f t he  s u mmar y o f th e  r es ul t s of  th e co n te st  mu st  b e 
s en t to  th e Dep ut y Admin i st ra to r , F4 - HN, CSREES, USDA wi t hi n s ev en  d a ys  o f  t he  e v en t.
A s umma r y of  th e bu d ge t ( in co me  an d e xp en se s ) as  we ll  a s  a  s u mmar y o f th e  v is ib i li ty 
g iv en  t o  d on o rs  a nd  pa rt i ci pa nt s  s ho u ld  b e  a va i la bl e  t o F4 - HN wi th in  t h ir ty  da ys .

7. Timetable Summary
1 2 mo nt h s p ri or . . . . . . .An no un c e da te  an d l oc at io n 
1 1 mo nt h s p ri or . . . . . . .De ta il e d pl an n in g u nd er wa y , ru l es  a nd  re gu l at io ns  to 
                                               s ta te  a n d bu d ge t de v el op men t
6  mon th s  p ri o r . . . . . . . Fi n al  p r og ra m a nd  o p er at io n al  d e ta il s t o St a te s an d 

F4- HN, CSREES.
7  d ay s a ft er  . . . . . . . . . .Su mma ry  o f r es ul t s of  t h e co n te st  t o  F4- HN an d Sta te s 
3 0 da ys  af te r  . . . . . . . . .Su mmar y  o f b ud ge t a nd  v i si bi li t y to  F4 -HN

Initially Approved by ECOP, 1978
Rev is io n  App r ov ed  b y  ECOP, 19 83 
Rev is io n  App r ov ed  b y  ECOP, 19 84 
Rev is io n  App r ov ed  b y  ECOP, 19 85 



Rev is io n  App r ov ed  b y  ES/ USDA, 1 9 90 
Rev is io n  App r ov ed  b y  CSREES/USDA a nd  Na ti on a l FFA Adv is o r, 1 9 99 
Rev is io n  App r ov ed  b y  CSREES/USDA a nd  Na ti on a l 4- H Lea de r sh ip  Co un ci l , Ma y  2 00 0
Rev is io n  App r ov ed  b y  CSREES/USDA a nd  Na ti on a l 4- H Lea de r sh ip  Tr us t, Ma y 2 00 1
Rev is io n  App r ov ed  b y  CSREES/USDA a nd  Na ti on a l 4- H Lea de r sh ip  Tr us t, Ap ri l  2 00 2
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